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(OfatUM. 10Q. by Sttrtt & flmltb.) corners of the room before ha sold: mmtA. La. a ma n Ftiai rraptlos was-- Mtfc at--"I'm giving you tha men's name forTNOt'MS OF TltKUKDlNO CnAPTCRI. It. aunny, ana caratuiiy patnea it over jeci taaaoa luvsirauag im.ithtim ,rrc
rMttnrtdM BalUrd. t main anrfnrtr, irrttriw But, with or without a name, it the Ita on avanlng after aupper. I of the contractors, RoiigMy arf- - f5an aanoiauarat to Ua chr ot lb Arradla hangs over this Job like the shadow of wasn't ksra. but Pltaaatrlek aava tha lellng th stag tHOl rabt las' Iuna vt 3 vIntawn FrojM In Colorado. Oa tat itt of hit a devil-bat- 's wings. The men sit arounddpattrt (or Uw T'Mt lie fotliM (, taWtram and amoko and talk about It UH bed Colonel's Mexican garrison In tb the southern lateral cariat' avtakad W

waratas blm Uil Ui Arcadia cortrocUoa work tuniMi fairly sat th air afira with It double row of location takv Attime, and the next day some fellowtut abradr ililxl tbn awn, tad adjlni: "II mil their a turn In the road Ballard casM'stM- -
kid raa. Tim It aloiM." Ballard txra no btx to makes a bad hitch on a stone, or a fusillade." ftanlv vrhut atinratd !.u'...uii, unna Utu.n.a 1.4 i rantha warning, Oa tba war to Oo!erlo b u team runs swan or a blast bangs flr u -
Elsa CnttmlUi. whoa ha lorn ant wtio. h np impromptu game of. teat-Msjrt-was allent what tlm they were climb- -
noaal la Karopt, Hot (tldmtly Kttom atxat in the quarry, and we have a dead man
I ha Mwui

wat
tad la bofriflwl tbat Ballard hu for supper. Breckenrldga, U la ataaply ing tha kill to la quarries on tkeir !""" "."".""r? " .."TJ5':7

ittaraaardad II. Ila lMiaa that a Mrttr fend nlitt belli" WhM k pveraita. and swinging laog Phrt In.
batman tba irritation roapanj aod an Kfantrio WWrflt atom tto of mallets, wer rl hi
aM raacbar known aa "Tba Klot o( Airmail." Ballard shook his head Incredaloaaty. " Inight hift had ba getting out. i'JKr" .rtv,"T!"You've let a few coinci-

dences iuaoa VT - . for the drive at each rlcM
CHAPTER IV. rattlo you," waa tba ooaaaaeat naaai IV VOTWl I w a "ai .a,. tlaatx

"What la It? Or, rather.'what la at the you that th Colon!' mln play '

mounts.(Ooattaord.) bottom of Mr vary larg staad tmm. card? TS can
HE approach to tba head-

quarter
"I don't know; nobody knows. Tba uhaaami k hnuaa .ntuaAa mm hU It tOOk Ul KentUCklaBl S IUU SSM

camp of tba Ar-

cadia
'coincidences,' as you call them, were ImprovtmeaU u Vordee and know ut to master the InlrleacUa of ' ttt

Company aklrted th here when I oame; banded down from approximately bow much It I going R,me: !n h'" wi? y
Braithwaito's drowning, I suppose. ui cesi tat cosBpaay to pay in nui. C ' '," i .? " " I "2 " ' ' ' "r..right bank of the Boiling Then Banderaon cot fancied B with But whn th wattr baaka Into ?d' ?'?,l Jf??, ?2l ,Sf

Water, in thin nortion of ita Manuel's woman as clear case of that tunn.l w ar stuck for what- - ?wct.
course a river of the plain, eddying superinduced insanity as aver existed r damages k ear to claim." iL0. t&l'JZff JfL i&
swtllly tbe and In less than two months he and "flur thing," said Bromley. "No oa n. .,JL2 ZJfJTlbetween aspen-fringe- d Manuel cot at It with Winchesters, and on earth will ' rer know whthr f2 tt"f.rk ' i5? ?? aS- -!banks. But a few mllea further on, poor Bluy raasca out. xnat got on we're swamped a 3;Tn v"w "
where tbe gentle undulation of tba everybody's nerves, of course; and '"ltr-tlr'attotolmi- h XxEAi(l out tha (eider, a
rich grata land gave place to bare, then Macphcrson came. You know T"ttna' small, dark-skinn- ed maa nr
rock-capp- hills, tbe atream broke him a hard-heade- d, sarcastlo old "That batna? th cast. I mean to aa bullion corded inmbmrn. anal radaHe tried ridicule; andScotchman. th Insld of that tunnel," Ballard into tho thick of thing, red wrath toat intervals Into noisy raplda, with when that didn't stop the crazy hap-pcnln- watt. Afi AnmmtA 1t avivva ffn tk. - Y

deep poola to mark the atepa of Ita; he took to bullyragging. The Into thU; but In Juitlc to tha people ifii thrln hm ..fcoatwLday tho derrick fell on him he waa
descent. swearing at tho holster engineer, and avinar. him .n.M" .. .-- ..... .

Ballard's .cat on the fireman's ho died with a curse in his mouth." --o- w,. -- 111. swbot. waa tn aaua nnr.
back In his chair 1 ojiii L oeiioT you win sun any ma iittia man Dowaa to niabox waa on the' wrong aide for tb Tho Kentucklan sat

bohlnd hla naa Drean in tnai airection." uromiey Born.with his hands claspedtopographical purpose, and be crossed amended. "If you try It br mam "Well, mine la Ballard, sad I saw
the cab to stand at Hosklna'a elbow. bead.

"Let me got one thing straight be-

fore
strength and awkwardness, aa Mac the Chief Engineer for tha Areadla

Aa they were passing one of the still-c- at you go on. Mr. I'elham told me pherson did, you'll get wimt nn very Company. . . .
i

nimiwlv fiapn.iK.il a vounip liifld mlna ..tf.t t. 1 1 v. --a.
of the pools the englneman said of a scrap between the company and

claims started Insld of you by one of tha delight' to meet you.1
with a sldewlae Jorkof his thumb: an old fellow up here who Pnlnnal'a M B.I.. 11 hanftlt .If. Villi trtf Km. .1 . . . ...

everything In sight Haa this emo-tlotf- nl riBrvr imiiu inai: mm niaaaauaThat' the place where Mr. Bralth-
walte

Insanity you are talking about ir other way, tho Colonel wll bn iint mutual, by a damned sight Teu' ii.
waa drowned. Came down here anything to do with- - the old cattle sure to spot you; ana you go out-o- i ten your men to' ate that meafcy V

objection to being syndicated hi good books and Mis Lisa's no business) and have thm put Bmmirom camp 10 cuicn a mess o iruui 101 king's InvlUtlon to tho big house, no aoclal (Ukw back wher tky fotuid thaaa."
all aupper and fell in from the far out of existence?"

Incidentally In Sanderson's olleviattons, no Ico cream and cake, Ballard was hot jl"No; only
bank." . .... affair which, after all, was a purely no henvenly aummer nlghta whon you "You glve-- a th in this, I

"Couldn't he swim 7" aaked Ballard. personal quarrel between two men over can sit out on that Creek nlilarrd valley, senprr aaked tha Maxlcaa JL
AUG tUl OtsVJ t VUUIUi woman. Arid I wouldn't care to porvico Willi u ytvKKw soiuy.

looks as If be might . 'a' got out o' that a
say that Manuel waa wholly to blame for tho moment that you are a buc- - i n0, where tbe company'a prop.

a a .a ..t It.. cancer 01 muonuK inoa,- jiTiia mil i imnii euv uul iau ing nuuy erty is concerned, call your sainIn that." rnnnMi. with a lot of dry land Pirates oirf"found his fl&HlnVidn't.. . They . i . -- tackle
m . "Who la thia Manuel?" queried Bal-

lard. Ilk yourself, In tho Arcadia Desert.on lot Danx, ana mm aowa av mo iuui .T"J W-K"-
,"

"ldjr bIaek mvm
No. my dear Ureckonrldge. you won'tof the second rapid below both arms

broke and th i top of hla bead caved in, "Oh, I thought you knew.
and

He
ranch

Is do anything you say you will." "Honor Ballar' I aava hn tmtm tl&
tho Colonel's manager

like he'd btun run through a rock
foreman. Ho Is a Mexican and an

crusher. They can say what they with lone-
some

scoundrel, onoplease; I ain't bellerln' the river good quality absolute and our glance at tho hill ovtr which the t.Jltuiw snorted Ballard oon- - 3tdone It." loyalty to his master. roof amsahlng rock of the previous 'weu, you won't Ttlll
"What do you believer' Ballard waa Call your bien off. T aavt

to collection of low The Colonclr turns the entire buslnesa nlgbt must have been hurled: Don't
buildings
looking across

and corrals
a

evidently the of the cattle raising and soiling over ' forest to tell Qulnlan, to be a llttl ,.nno""t n?.nWIh.?n .fw,lri ft!'to him doesn't go near the ranch ajaap HRfflRIfJjVx 0 with hla powder n pegging cam Da
headquarters of the old cattle king's ; W rider batmind ''ranch outfit nestling in a ed onco a month himself." Kr--T impre.", It on hi. that b. HUarrsilint TWo! anut hulMIno- - atone not1. ..Mint,'"The Colonel,'" repeated Ballard.cove beyond the stream, and

"You call him 'the Colonel,' and Mr. hooting the hill down for concrete." "Bat your left eye onctt aad.wa'li
the question' won a mere fill-i- n. ' MBA him f - vnll r ....n t

Pplhrun calls him 'tho King of Ar I the Introduction to his " 4 M U, tMM UCI, MIIJ fail "

"I bcllevo this whole blnmo' Job Is a With this for "Wonder If I o'd skiddo thaLhat o' ifiicadia.' I that ho has a name, Ballard aw lit-t- iehoodoo," was tho prompt rejoinder. assume new responsibilities, hla'n without muasln' hi halrl'TVaid
And then, with tho freedom born of llko other men?" . "Yes. Well, tbe Colonel argued for of this aolconda of a mln?" queried fragment of stone the size of a man's If Klrkpatrlck' streak of mud enough of th hsadquaxtera.camp "Oh. you taller wait ' 'ii
long servlco In tho unfettered areas "Surel" said Bromley. "Hadn't you tba lower site; offerod to donate three Ballard. head crashed through tho coiling and mightn't undcrlio our bedrock." during tho fortnight following. While a?ot-hf.r-

'.ute I make that brono' o' hla'a
a mln- -

do
where alseipune means oniy uutujoin.-- . heard It? It's Cralgmlles." or four homesteads in it which he "Nobody from our aide of the fence. mad kindling wood of tho light, pin Ballard's smile was good-natured- ly the principal operations wero at th a cake-walk- !" lnttrnosed a taint
without servility. .Hosklns added: "I "What!' demanded Ballard, holding had taken up through hi employe; As I havo said, It Is guarded llko tho table at which tho two men were sit-tin- g. tolerant dam, there war many subsidiary
wouldn't bo stnndln' in your shocs'thls the match with which he was about offered further to take stock In th Bultnn's seraglio; nnd the Mexicans Ballard sprang to hla foet and "You'd be a better engineer If you camp, of ditch diggers, .nd.rallroad ''? ;' " 'h
minute for nil the money tho Arcadia to relight his pipe, until tho flamo company; but Bralthwalte waa pig-

headed
might as well be deaf and dumb, for said something under his breath; but wero not a musician, Loudon. You IXd aS tou? iltS toe tnrown ,f hoof.

r'nmnnnu rmiM rviv me. Mr. Ballard. crept up nnd scorched hla Angers. about It. Ho was a Govern-
ment all you can got out of thorn. Macphcr-

son,
Bromley sat still, with a faint yellow have too much imagination. I that it? m?r?y n?n duli!, was tka

M. W" M " thTlollarri wu voune. lit. vlRorou.1 "That's It CralKmllcs; Col. Adam man and a crank on things who stood for the company llrst, tint discoloring tho sunburn on bis the Colonel' country house up yon-
der

r.p nlnar atood to come off with little V
-

. . i V 1 . . lit tk permanent and monumental: where-for- e last face. In tho middle of roservolr his field thor- -ana in aoounaint, ncuim. Cralgmlles the King of Arcadia. and all tho time, hud un assay our Ballard quartered credit. He waa armed, but even In 1
hfl was n typical product of an oro Didn't Mr. Pclhom tell you" he was set on building masonry. mado from some of tho stuff spilled "Which brings us back to our start that Is to tier oughly. .pending the better part of th. unrottred cattle country ai. J'which scoffs at eupersmion uim i "Hold on a minute," Ballard cut In; He Ignored the Colonel, reported on out on tho dump; but there was noth-

ing
Ing point the hoodoo," ho said qulut "It Is."

to the present site, and th work was doing, so far as the best analytical ly. w morning, when ... ..impatient oi uu iuihk and he got out of his chair pace you Ballard foamed his ficldrglass upou ..w. m- - - -- v ma Burma; aenaa or numor mat
tho terms of algcoralc tormuias. uui back and forth on his side of th begun." chemist In Denver could find out" go around the hilt and see where that the trco-dotte- d knoll a mlto away In of tho few nights when he was avble to bis aid. banlshltrg r wrath. ThSra' V'Go on," said Ballard.here ind now, on tho nctual scene of table while ho was gathering up the Kor tho first time since the strenu-

ous
stone came from, you'll say It waa a the centre of the upper valley. It 10 maim wia " wa no malic in the Jeer,

tho fatalities, the "two sheer acci-

dents
pieces scattered broadcast by tills ex. "Naturally, the Colonel took this day of plan changing In Boston, sheer Impossibility. Yot the Impos-nibl- e was an ideal building site for th upper and lodging; "no. I'm too ...... I whm ... .

commonplace tragedy of as a flat declaration of war. He has Ballard wns almost sorry he had given thing has happened. It Is reach-
ing On all side but J".. "Sl'ii""" 'vmar, noys.and n a name. tipectaculur purpose.plosive petard a magnificent country house In tlm "'?.' Jf.S".'--1 iSS.rr 1"'. h laughed. "I fight for mv brand th. atthe Cuban forwere less easily dismissed than when he saw only the clearing up undertaking. you now, Brcckcnridge; and tho knoll sloped gently to the valleyfirst which have costAt valley must "n dTulK"ho had thus contemptuously named little mystorlea shrouding him,

upper "It's a beautiful tangle!" ho enuppod, a foot or two further that way would level; uml tho river, a placid vale-lun- d
'my the tor , Thfof the at this distance from base of '6

them for Gardiner in tho Boston ter-

minal.

up
Elsa's suddenly changed plans supplies, a round half-millio- n

a
more. thinking, one would say, of tho breach have" Ho stnppnd, swallowed stream In this upper reach, en-

circled
inT perhaps. I'll go with you and pay f'6' J!5J? ia,Miss orNotwithstanding, he wm quite

for tho summer; how they were in-

stantly
Whon we fill our reservoir, this house that must bo opened between tho hard nnd rose unsteadily. "For God's three sides of the llttlo hill. my r..pccts to th Co.onl-b- ut not TVXu'rr. 0.3.

well able to shako off tho little thrill resolved Into the common-
place

will stand on an island of less than company'a chief engineer und the sake, old man. throw up this cursed Among tho trees and distinguish,
of dlsquletudo nnd to laugh at Hos-klns- 's

and the obvious. She had an acre in extent, with 'ita orchards, daughter of the militant old cattle Job and get out of here, while you alilu from them only by its right Bromley did go, and found that jSISfmZ
vicarious nnxiety. decided to come home and lawns and orumental grounds nil king. Then he changed tho subject can do It nllvc!" lines und gable angles, stood a noblo Ballard's guess about th loadd J1ut".y',1Tha '?r.

"I wasn't raised In tho woods. Hos-

klns,

merely
to her father's guests. under water. Which the sam I abruptly. "Not muohl" said tho new chief con. house, built aa it seemed, of groat buckboards was a tru saying: Cas- - .nrM.i Jh!L?? .1 e"

but there was plenty of tall play hostess tough." "What do you know about the Colo-
nel's

temptuou-.l- v. And then ho asked treo trunks with the bark on. tin 'Cndla was comfortably filled with l"claJ1nfrrl,Dnl" "2 ;

UaTbc'r near enough to save mo from And Blnce sho knew about the war
and household, Loudon T" which of the two bunks In tho Ballard could Imagine tha Inspiring a summer hous party, and Miss iV.'m.0 i?M.0il. ISS JB!dBallardbKW scared by an owl." ho for tho possession of Acadia, was Elsa Cralgmlles'i lover, "All there la to know, I guess. He sleeping room was bis. outlook from tho brown plllurod Cralgmlles had given up her Euro- - l'ltIi5tnrihif.il.?lrop''drtP.,d isnaturally be sorry to and ho agreed In a slnglo forcible ex-

pletive
pistol out of Itathe hostess. Shetowering would qulto trip to playThen, as two lives In atat In his big country man Ureck portico facing westward; tha ponn if. i" i aj crnllowsliko In havo her friend pitted against her Bromloy acquiesced In the alon that looks like a World's Fair niujcstic sweep of the inclosing hills, had her guoss about Ballard's rfual t,;in&!!S'rvha,1 5" liNuerrii.-uy-"- - '"J." Z ih n white father, Ballard did not need to look expletive, and went on. forest products exhibit on the outside CHAPTER V.

bare and with thslr rook crowns to present himself, and ah conaded JJIVSP00!? '9 r, th
further for tho origin of Lassley'a "Tbe Colonel refused to sell his It to Bromley. . cuibwbsiand Is fitted and furnished regardloss ALLAItD 8 first appralilve water worn Into a thousand fantasticynotcn .oi v""'". -- t..v.....i. curiously worded telegram. "Lass-loy's- ." country house holding, aa a matter of expense In Its Interiors. He Is a View of his field la. shapes; the Uplift of tbe silent snow, "I know your new tyrant" ah said; q,i,.,1y ,, . ' IBover WTllcn iney he called It; but If Lassley of course, and tho company decided to widower, with one daughter who

new of cupped mountains to right and loft; "I hive known him for a long tlm. the lugh. still on his lips, th,this ou"camp'Tr, had signed It It was fairly certain take chances on the suit for damages bor wns had before breau. He 1 afraid Kentueklaa,,tirsnp a watchingher." said the engineer; and cornea and goes aa alio plcaaos snd a tho vista of tho broad, outer valley He won't come. wa amy"TnaVa
tho steam and woke tho that Miss Cralgmlles had dictated It. which will follow the flooding of th slSter-ln-la- w who Is the dearest, finest fnst on tho morning follow- - opening through the gap where tho might make him disloyal to hi salt, movement of the Mexican. Thar- -

offhe shut
with tho whistle. Ballard thought It was womanlike property. Meanwhile, Bralthwalte piece of fragile old china you ever Ins his arrival, and Broi.-le- y dum was building. You may tell him I said so. It you was blood-thirs- t, waiting only for tkhill echoes something of the for hor to use the fatalities as an argu-

ment
had organized bis camp and th read about." 1 "Tho Colonel certainly hnd an eyo like." shadow of an excuse, glooming laout hisBollard made

about his headquar-
ters

In tho warning message. Nono foundations were going In. A month "You've been In the country house, was cicerone.
for the plcturesquo when he pitched But Ballard was asleep whcnBrom- - the beady, black eyes,

lay of the land
engine was slowing tho Icrs, he held her ns far above the or so later he and the Colonel had a then?" Seen in their entirety by daylight, upon that knoll for his building site," ley returned to camp, waa mounted Ballard thought pt Sanderson, aadwhile the

yard- - Influence of the superstitions as ho personal collision, and, although "Oh, yes. The Colonel hasn't mado the topographies appealed Irreslstl'ily wan his comment. "How docs he et and gone In tho morning long before a quick Ihrill of racial sympathy torthrough tho temporary
orderly disorder of a held himself, and It waa a deeper and Cralgmlles waa old enough to be his It a personal fight on the working to the technical eye, nnd Hallard no the water up there to muko all that the "turn-out- " whlstlo blow, for which tho dead man tuned him to th flght- -

There was the tracks Uttered more refleotlvo second thought that father, Bralthwalte atruck him. There-wa- force since Braithwaito's time." greenery?" cnusa Miss Elsa's chnllengo rcmalnod Ing pitch. It was suddenly bona, la,construction terminal: of turned a fresh leaf in the book of the blood on tbo moon, aa you'd Im-
agine. "Perhapa havo met Miss

longer wondered that Hralthwa'.ti
bless heart! WliU undelivered. HP0" lllm tDat the Mexican waa orof material, a range you or "1'uinps It yourwith cars mysteries. The Colonel was unarmed, and had overlooked or disregarded til to too . type. Known to toefor the atone-ou- t. the daughter who comes und goes?" few modern Improvements you won't It wn on theee scouting gallops wat aarough rs

of sleeping huts and Was It possible that the three ho went home to get a gun. Bralth-
walte, "Sure I have! If you'll promise not other possible sites for the great dam. find Installed at Castle 'Cndla aron't tho outlying camps that isaiiani ais iwnor; a man wno .regard

ters. a dotting deaths not mere coinci-
dences,

who was always a mvrii thn limitations of tho "hoo- - human llfo could be accuratelyabove, and a violent were to discipline for with Tho hu sin Inclosed by the circling worth mentioning. And, by tho wu(, aMMlittle mesa me hobnobbingabodes on a after all 7 And, admitting brute, got out hi flshlng-tac- kl and is another grouch we're due to don," Its Influence, hn urcd by bis chance, for acaplac atthe therehuge, weathered mess-tcn- t, ."Bated
In design, could It be conceivable that sauntered off down the river to catch enemy, I'll confess that I've even foot-hil- ls and backed by the foreiLvl

drown his pumping and cluolrla found, diminished as tba square of penalty for ita taking,' ,Jw
duets powerwithin, and glowing orange-hue- d

Elsa Cralgmlles waa Implicated, even a mess of trout. He never cam played
my weakness

with
for music

her. Hho
when

discovered
she

slopes of tho main range was a na-

tural
plant ut the portal of the upper the distance from the headquarters. It was at this climactic witgift.

ttaUc'Ve the rounded to tha guiltless degree of suspeotlng back alive." home last summer."
was reservoir, lacking only a canyon under thirty feet of our lake. But In the wider field ther wer hln-- whllo Ballard was Ufnteniag'nla ay,camp

precipitous, but It? Ballard stopped short In his pac-
ing

Ballard waa thinking altogether of "Do you happen to know where he short wall of masonry .o Mora bad blood, and a lot moro drances of another sort hqld upon the one dangerous' aatag- - ,
hlls grew, suddenly by sentry beat and began to Investi-

gate,
Col. Cralgmllea' daughter when he is now?" damages." Bourke Klrkpatrlck, the younger of onlat, and foiling, with hi free handthrough the river gap guarded

vista not without misgiving. said: "Oood heavens! but the Colo-
nel

"On her
block the gap In the hills through

"Oh. Ird!" said Ballard. thn contracting brother, was In the attempt of the playful "Hcotty"'
the twin derricks there was

the
a

mass "Loudon, what sort of a man Is Col. couldn't have had any hand In At least, that
way

Is what
to Europe,

Miss Cauttrey
I believe. which the river found Its way to the Bromloy chuckled. "Tlint Is what charge of tho ditch-diggin- g; and ho ut hi right to disarm hla, that thdistantly backgrounded by

darkly Cralgmlles?" Bralthwalt' drowning!" she's the tell-
ing

lower levels of tho grass-land- s. the Colonel Is apt to say when you had shrewd tales to tall of the law- - diversion came, A duat-clou- d oa th
of the main range r sing Bromley's reply was characteristic in Ills less doings of Col. CralgmlUs's hords- - near-b- y stago trait resolved ,ltIf latowith the lights "Oh, no. At the tlmo of the accident me." Tho gap Itself was an Invitation to mention thn Arcadia Company
under, Us evergreens,

the deeper of Bromloy. "The finest ever typo the old man waa back here at the r'I think not," said Ballard, after a hearing. Do you blame him so very men. a fiery red, purring motor car wlU a
of a great house starring of the American country gentleman; camp, looking for Bralthwalte with "I think sho her mind

the engineer. Its rock-boun- d slopes muol,T" "There Isn't annytning tnim uiviis single. .occupant: and a moment later
"Broraley hand to meet hla suave, courteous, a little Inclined to blood In hla eye. They say ha want and

pause.
decided to spend

changed
the aummer at promised tho best of anchorages for "Not I. If I owned a home like that. won't be up to'Mlather Ballard," ho tho car bad left the road aad waa 3e

was on
from bo grandiloquent; does the paternal crasy mad wHh disappointment when home. When we stopped at Acker-man- 's the shore-end- s of the masonry, and at In 11 wilderness that I had discovered complained. "Wan night they'll un- - beadlpg across the grassy InUrapaee.

new chlaf when Ballard dropped with you till you catch yourself on had robbed I'd for It to a finish. .Mini iv.rv wawmi nn that Inh. anil Manunl'a laft liand was anwartjaa
A few he found tbat tbe river to tako water this evening, I Ita lower extremity It was contracted for myself, fight

tbe step of the halted engine. the edge of saying 'sir' to him; and him of his right to kill the man who saw three loaded buckboards Iist night, when you showod m the t'row tb couplln'.plna away; nnd thn above Ma pistol butt, and Ballard- - vhyears, older, and browned to a tender has the biggest, deepest, sweetest had struck him." in this direction."
driving to a mere chasm by a Jutting truo Inwardness of this mix-u- p, I waa next, maybe they'll le shtampcdlu' took hi eye from th meaao low .iii

by the sun of the altitudes drawled th South-
ern

th right bank of the Two weeks Dan enough to glance quickly at tba 'if))mahogany voice that ever slUnt for time. Then "That doesn't promontory on sick and sorry. If I had known Ave th' mult. ago, on up--
and tfoa wln'da of tho desert, he was r.' "

he
Ballard

said:
waa
"You spok of

a
a mln that Bromley.

prove
"The old

anything,"
Colonel has

as-
serted stream. dnys ago what I know now, you Morlarty'ji section, they kem wld coming motorist. He was., a kingly MaBromley of Ballard's college That Isn't the portrait und horse. In the dead o" night, figure of a man well on Instill tba "Humph! would also b flooded by our reservoir. a house party every little while. He's Bralthwalte had chosen the narrow-e- at couldn't have pulled me Into it with mln yaara, t

memories; compact, alert, boyishly of a ."

What about that?" no anchorite, It he does live In tho pass In the chasm as the alto for a two-Inc- h rope." hitched up tho scrapers, and put a ruddy of face, whlM-baire- d, wltk huaa --

thousandsmiling, neat, and d. "Don't you make any mistake. I've desert." his dam. Through the promontory ho "On general principles?" queried yards of earth back Into military mustache and a coatee. 'H
With Anklo-Baxo- n blood on both described the man you'll meet socially. "That cam In after Bralthwalte'a had driven a short tunnel at tho Bromley curiously. tbo ditch, afther Morlarty's gang hud brought the car with a .KtlfaJ tun

idea, the meoting could not be dem- - On the other side, he.'n a fighter death and 8anderon' appointment Ballard was musing again. "Adam river level to provide a diverting spill-
way

"Not altogether. Business Is busi-
ness;

been two days dlggin' It out." Into the midst of thing, and Ballard,
from away back; the kind of man wno as chief engineer. When Bralthwalte Cralgmlles," bo said thoughtfully. "I for tbe torrent; and by this sim-

ple
Intimated that the "Wear It out ir you connucnt. now tuai tns Mexican tore- -

n8amellttle old TJeau Bromley,'" makes no account of the odds against made his location here, there was an wonder what there Is In that name to expedient had secured a dry and you've
badly overmatched can, Bourke It's only horso-play,- " man no longer needed watching. w.

was Ballard's greeting to go with the him; nnd he doesn't know when he's old prospect tunnel In the hill across set somo sort of bee buzzing In my river bed In which to build tbe great Colonel
In the

Is not
field

so
and It Is a monoy was Ballard's advice. a singular happening. S3and money

licked. He has told us openly and the gulch. It waa boarded up head. If I believed tn transmigra-
tion. wall of concrete and masonry. with tho long purse to win. But "Horse-pla- y, Is It? Dlvll a bit. I The old man In-th- e motor car stared

reply waa In keeping. Alter wnicn repeatedly that he will do us up If apparently abandoned,' and no one I should say that I had known "That was Bralthwalte's notion, I there
fight

Is personal reason why 1, of ran take a Joke wld nnny man; an' hard at him while on might count
they climbed the slope to the mesa wo swamp his house and hla mine; seemed to know who owned It. La tor that name, and known It well. In some suppose?" said Ballard, Indicating all

a
In the world, should havo this Is no Joke." two, rose In his place, staggr4,men

and the headquarters office in com-
radely

that he will make it cost us the price on It transpired that the Colonel was other existence." tho tunnel through which thn stream, stayed out. I did not know It when I "A night guard?" suggested the groped with his bands aa th blind
silence. of our entire Investment In the dam. the owner, and that the mining-clai- "Oh, I don't know," said Bromley. at summer freshot volume, thundered Mr. Pelham's offer, und new chief. grope, and sank back In the' driving

Having picked up tho engine "spe-

cial"
I believe he'll do It, too; but Pres-
ident

which waa properly patented "It's not such an unusual name." on Us way around thn bulldlng-slt- o
accepted
It Is too lato to back down. I'm n "We thrled that, and you'll not get seat with a groan. ,

with his fleld-gla- ss aa It came Pelham won't back down an and secured, actually covers the "No; If t were I might trace It to plunge sullenly Into Its natural thousand times sorrier for Col. Cralg-
mllea

a man to go out since ninny Flaherty Hallard was oft his hors on 'the In. A

down the final xlgxag in the descent inch. So there you are Irresistible ground upon which our dam stands. How long did you say the Colonel bod below the promontory. "Nobody than oven can bo. Loudon, tuk his medicine. Thlm cow-pun- slant, tendsrlnr his pocket flask. Rut
from the pass, Bromley had aupper moving body; Immovable, fixed body While Banderson waa busy brewing had Mved In Areadla?" but a Oovernmont man would have but, as the chief

you
engineer of tho Ar-

cadia
era roped him und skidded him 'round tho King of Arcadia recovered himself i --a

waiting In the adobe-wall- ed shack the collision Imminent; and wo trouble for hlmstlf with Manuel, the "I didn't say. But It must be some-
thing had the oouriiKo to spend no much I've got to obllteratn over the poralrlo till it tuk wan of Immediately,

which, aerved as the engineers quar-
ters;

poor devils In between." Colonel put three Mexicans at work over twenty years. Miss Elsa time and money on a mere prelimin-
ary.

Company, the mln a whole blessed day to dig "Thank you, suh," he said In a volca
and until the pipes were lighted Ballard drew up his chair and sat In the tunnel; and they have been waa born here." It'a a good notion, though." him." tho cactus splinters out of him, hu- - that boomed for Its very depth and

after the meal there was little talk down again. "You are mllea beyond digging away ther ever since." "And tho fumlly Is Southern from "I'm not so suro of that," waa "That Is precisely what he declares gorl" sweetness. "I .reckon I've bren driv- - a

save of the golden past. But when my depth now," ho asserted. "I had "Gold?" asked Ballard. what section?" Bromley's roply. "Klrkpatrlck tells a he will do to thn company." laughod Hnllnrd'a reply expressed some ' " , I'"'", ' tost. Youh youh'
the camp, took had cleared the table, less than a hour with Ur. Pelham tn Bromley laughed quietly. "I don't know that Virginia, per-hap- s, fairy story about tho tunnel that will Bromley. "And there" painting doubt of Bromley's defonse of thn n"10 BallardBryckenrWg Bal- -

Ballard reluctantly closed tbe book of Denver, and what he didn't tell me "Maybo you can find out nobody measuring by the Colonel's ac-
cent, Interest you when you hear It. He ncross the ruvlno to an Iron-boun- d Colonel's lighting methods. lard, Isn't It?" ho Inquired courteoualy,,

would make library. Be-
gin

been able But It Isn't pride. and reck-les- s door closing a tunnel entrance In tha ,ho dissolving ring of prao- -reminiscences and gave the business a good-size- d else has to. had the contract for driving It, you "Is his advanced "If it Isn't horsa-pla- it'a guerilla 'fnt!rl,n?
affair ita due. at the front, and let me have tha gold; It must be something Infinitely hospitality." know." opposite hillside

"How' are you coming on with tho story of this feud between (be company more valuable. Th tunnel la fort Th clue. If any there were, ap-
peared "What was th story?" battery. That Is th mine I was toll. thing to muko you believe thut thi'su in. J W II UIU SiUIVMBI VrfUS

work. Loudon?" he asked. "Dont need and Col. Cralgmlles." tried la Ijfliass, and on or an-oa- W to be loet; and again Ballard Bromley laughod. "You'll have to Ing you about." fellows havo a tip from' tho big mllea?"

chief.' do youT" Again Bromley said: 1 supposed, f Maalcans t on guard smoked on In silence. ' When the plpo get Mike to tell It, with tho proper "Humph!" said tho new chief, house?" "At youh .lerviue, jiuhi entlably at 1a
"Don't you believe HI" said the sub. of 'course, that you knew all about day and night The mouth of th burned out he refilled It. and at the Irish frills. But tha gist of It is this: moasurlng tho distance with his eyo. Tlm Irishman shook his hcud. youh serv'lcsV (should have known

stltute. with such heartfelt emphasis It" after whlob he supplied tbe ml. tunnel 1 lower than the proposed match-strikin- g Instant the Jar of a You know these hogback hills how "If that mining claim Is the regulation "The Colonel don't figuro In nnny ?uh unyivficrw lur u uuimru. s.qur
i.t Ttallard smiled. "I'm tellinx you Ing details. level of the dam, and the Colonel near-b- y explosion shook the air and they seem to be made up of all tho size It doesn't leave us much elbow thing wld ih cow business. 'TIs mother wnr'u irarcnway, but you 5rn

'It wan Bralthwalte who was pri-
marily

threatens all aort of things, and tell rattled the windows. geological odds and ends left over room ovor there." Manuel, and the grrnser Is In thin ns don't tuke nftiilf that sldo. No. uh' j- -
jao glad to shift a responsibility since I responsible. When the com-

pany's
us frankly that It will break th "What was that?" he queried. after tho mountains wero built. Mike "It doesn't leave us any ns I told big ut nunybody, Flalierty'll take oath with calm dolttoeratlon "you ar V

Was born."1 Another month of it alone plan were made publlo the Arcadia Company financially when "It's our quarry gang getting out swears thoy drove through limestone, you last night, the dam Itself stands that Mnnuct wns wld the gang that )otth father's sarC Mlstuh Ballard." (
Would hava turned me gray." Colonel did not oppose them, though we flood that mine. I hare heard atone,'' was Bromley's reply. "Wo sandstone, porphyry, llrn-cla- y, chert, upon a portion of the claim. In equity. roped him." Then, us one comlmr-a- t a-- bound fro l3Ssi
( "And yet. In my hearing, people are he knew that the irrigation schema him tell Mr. Pelham to hi fac that were running short of headers for the mlsa schist and mud digging that If there were any equity In a law right It was thn name story ut all of tho the ruiuoto pust to the present; "Waa
klways saying that you are nothing spelled death to the cattle Industry. the water ahould never flow over any dam and I put on a night shift" tunnel; which the same If true, against a corporation, thn Colonel (lltrhliig-camp- s, und llnllurd passed thah iiny nli little discussion going ' a'

The fight began when Bralthwalte dam th build "Whereabouts Is enjoin right now. He hasn't 011 botween you find ah Manual,m llHUl a 'ateniun wnwn it wmim w company might her; your quarry?" doesn't promise very well for tho could us from placatory rnunnol to cursings.
nrfllnar worklnir men. Isn't It soT" located tho dam here at this gap in that he would atlck at nothing to "Just around tho shoulder of tho foundations of our dam." done It; he has contonted himself with "I'll run n shcrllTs In heru uml Mlstuh IVtllfird?"

the foothill hogback. There I a better defend his property, Mr. Pelham hill and 100 feet above us. It Is far "But the plans call for bedrock un-
der

marking nut that dead lino you can I'lrati up thn cntlri1 out lit ! " hu wun I'lva minutes earlier the engineer :sfi:
the hoodoo that Is making an old man site further down the river; a aecond says all this la only bluff; that th enough to be out of range." the masonry," Ballard objected. see over there Just above our spllln-ny- . Haylnqr wruthfully to himself uu ho had been ungry enough to prefer Lj

ma hofnm mv time." depression where an earthwork dlko mln la worthless. But th fact re-
mains

A second exploato punctuated the "Oh, yes; and we have It appar-
ently.

The Colonel staked tbat out In Billy galloped eastward 011 tho stage rail charges ngalirat tho tent peggera aH
To wnaiT" might have taken the place of all this tbat th Colonel Is immensely explanation. Then there waa a third But some nights, when I've Kandersou's time, and courteously In late In tho afternoon of tlio third auy and alinrular. But tha boomlar aaf
BwmI mnvail imsta ! ttf In tit H nnJalP. costly rockwork." rich and 1 apparently growing and still heavier shock, a rattling of lain awake listening to the peoullar formed us that trespasser would be 'nod knows I don't wunt to makn a thn iloop voice bad' a vurlously matt .

mnd Ballard could have sworn that he "I aaw it as we cam up this er-.!- .? ilcher." pebbles on the sheet-iro- n roof of tho hollow roar of the water pounding potted from behind that barricaded blood-feu- d of It, but if they will have tying effect ' ttyT&iV
'st-j- i

-5
aulck

"
glaacaUnta thadaxk "Has aobodj arte hu XU laaito adobe, and a oaat kali sjoond lattc JJtfoujb that tunnel I've wondtrad door. Just to st If b meant what h IV l m vaasaiatajvr .a., '' '.TWil

1


